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M ESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Help Wanted by June 30| Tool Box, we should put aside our biases and consider the

different features of each field guide and how they might be

We Need to KnowdWhich Field Guides ~ Useful to our chapter.

Do You Recommend? One feature to consider is portability. Bigger, heavier books
are less likely to be carried into the field than smaller, lighte
Last year our chapter received an award for having the seeglat books. | have found that most people would rather
strongest volunteering record among all the chapters in thgry a book in a pocket than in their hands.
state. Winning the award was quite an accomplishment for our . .
chapter, and | was pleased to accept it on behalf of all 0@5 cond_ featu_re to C(_)n3|der IS the geographlp area covere
who work so hard to make us strong. the guide. Field guides that include the entire world or

even all of North America may not be as useful as a guide
Our award was a $75 Amazon gift certificate, which is awgityfocuses on Eastern North America, Virginia, or our
practical gift because it allows us to choose almost anytiiggivegea.
might want or need. The dileminahat do we want or . . . .
need? Wedve talked with nfa”w feagure to;c %'derr#?ec?\ﬁ‘@’é‘-ﬂséhg %“’fde."‘(”‘iﬁeﬂ
and have received lots of great suggestions. Ultimately, REPEYINNETS Or Tor he more experlence_d_. 0es it focus or
board decided that the best use of the gift certificate wou.(ﬂﬂerﬂé)'mi‘3 vxl_lldlj)owers, f(_)r Instance does_|t include o
to purchase bodispecifically field guidés include in our several topics? Do the illustrations pr_owde enoygh detail? I
Project Tool Box. These could be used for training purp& sz,)aSt’ most people preferred drawings or paintings over

projects, workshops, classes, and other educational or %8«? aphs_because the photographs qlid not alw_ays_ prqvi1
events. clear ilustrations of field marks due to differences in lighting

and posture. However, thanks to digital photography and
The board also decided that because the award was eatPiedtd¥hetype software, the photos in modern field guides
the entire chapter, all its members should help to decideambishen spectacular.
books we should purchase., That o wher e .1 of you c
We need you to tell us which field guides you think wou@ggggﬁfggﬁjﬁ ;:(I)Qr?glgd\?vwilsed:rrla}:/'\g.hggz ?hoaﬁerr:gnhya;;ﬁger
the most suitable to include in Project Tool Box. will thumb through the pages. We have to expect that they
We Wo_uld all agree that a great field guide is essential fagimye dropped, rained on, and otherwise exposed to the
naturalist; but, how do we choose among the many that @kéments. One of the reasons why | love my very first Peter.
available. No doubt everyone has their own opinionabodton s Gui de t o Eastern Bir
which is thBESTield guide to use. Most people favor the one

they o0grewé up with. But when it comes to choosing
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. PAGE 2
Message from the president, continued from page 1
CHAPTER
dropped it in about a dozen mud pudpl es
OF FICERS 2009 years old and it still hasndt falleph ap
Susan Powell, President | | jnvite each of you to come up with a list of your recommendations for field guides to pt
Shirley Devan, Vice Presi- = chase for our Tool Box. Please send your recommendations to me via email
dent & Programs Chair (smapowel |l @cox.net) by June 30. Onclp |G
_ _ an Ad Hoc committee whose purpose will be to select which books we should pprchase
Angier Brock & Katie want to participate in the committee, please let me know.
Schultz, Secretary ] S ) ] ] ]
. In the meanwhile, grab your favorite field guides, go outside, and hit the trails!
Jim Booth, Treasurer
Yours truly,
Barbara Boyer, Newsletter _
Editor Susan Powell, President
Felice Bond, Historian Historic Rivers Chapter
Alice Kopinitz, Host VA Master Naturalist Program
Jeanette Navia, Membership - - - -
Bruce Hill. Volunteer service| YPCOMING Programs for the Historic Rivers Chapter
Projects the Virginia Master Naturalists
Bruce Hill, Training Chair
Susan Engleill, Joanne June 10: Wednesday night program-® pm. Tim Christensen will pre-
Medina, Advanced Training | Se€nt a program on his recent trips to Ecuador for herp research. Well
Adrienne Erank & Gar have a short business meeting from-&@ pm. Location is Multipurpose
. Y |Room at Human Services Building on Olde Towne Road.
Driscole, Outreach Commit-
tee
SAVE THE DATE JULY 8
Seig Kopinitz, Webmaster
Dave Youker, Membeit- We're having a Chapter picnic Wednesday, July 8, at York River State
Large Park. Join us at Shelter #2 [on the left near the left parking area] be-
Mike Powell. Membegt. tween 4 and 8 pm. Bring a potluck dish or snack to share. We'll carve
Large ’ out some time for a walk/hike to look for critters, so wear appropriate
g shoes/attire. The Chapter will provide bug spray. If you'd rather hang
COMMITTEES out around the shelter, that's cool. This will be an informal (even less
Volunteer Service Projects = |than usual) get together for fun, sharing, and relaxation. No charge at
_ _ the Contact Station to enter the Park. Mark your calendars and look
Bruce Hill, Chair . .
for more info in the next few weeks.
Advanced Training
Susie EngleHill, Co-Chair
Joanne Medina. CEhair Notes from the Board out permission of the Board of Directorq of
. - All meetings of the Board of Directdf Historic Rivers Chapter. Contact: neys-
Training Committee are open to members. Jeanette Nagitereditor@vmihistoricrivers.org
Bruce Hill, Chair reminds all to turn in their hOUl;S for MWg|n|a Master Natura”st programs and
Outreach/Publicity 2009. You candt Gmdloynfes ark bper t6 8ll, régarbies$ &F Y
Adrienne Frank, and Gary Driscole sendin your hours! race, (.:OIOl.”. nation.al origi_n, Sex, re"gi? !
©2009 Historic Rivers Chapter, Virgiri@®. disability, political beliefs, sexual Orfn'
Master Naturalist Program. No parts{@fion. or marital or family status. An eqgal
this newsletter may be reproduced witRportunity/affirmative action employer.
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Swamp Stomp with Donna Ware

By Shirley Devan, Member, Historic Rivers Chap
Virginia Master Naturalist

The weather forecast called for afternoon thundeg
ers. Nevertheless, about 15 Master Naturalists a
Warhill High School at 1 pm on Sunday, May 3 ta
Botanist and Wildflower Guru, Donna Ware. Don
promised to show us a few treasures she had fo

Longhill Swamp. =

We made our way to the new hike/bike trail the c®
recently completed around the Warhill Sports Cor I
between Warhill High and Lafayette High School.f e
complete trail is over 3 miles, but our trek to the swamgherie Aukland, Donna Ware and Hugh Beard
was less than % mile. Then we followed Donna as she

took off on a O0Osecreto path down t the Longhil

Along the way we got reacquainted with some of of&&
familiar wildflowers: Golden Ragwort, Golden Star-
grass, Bracken Fern, Cinnamon Fern, Heartleaf Gif
Netted Chain Fern.

Down at the swamp, Donna pointed out a rare Ame
can Elm tre®quite large and thankfully oblivious to

............

trees in the US. Nearby was a large Bald Cypress #
surrounded by many knees. Donna pointed out a rg& :
tively rare cypress seedling only 2 inches high. Wefks

a couple more in the area and then worried that we:
might be stepping on these fragile rarities.

Treasures abounded in the sidayapples, Spring
Cress (in mustard family), Climbing Hydrangea, GJagt Ware '“apraye”“' pose
Cl ub 0 NeéQrantium ¥jeati@uen though it

grows in the stream, its leaves repel water and so it is

onever wet) plus a mysterious skull

About 3 pm, thunder rumbled in the distance and a
streak of lightning sparked in the west. We decided it
was time to leayand quickly. Most of us got

drenched in the race back to the parking lot in the
downpour. | managed to keep my camera dry and my
photos were saved! Many thanks to Donna Ware for
leading us on a wonderful expedition and Swamp
Stomp!

See page 4 for some of the plants we noted.

All pictures courtesy of Shirley Devan

Did Hugh find the swamp monster?
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