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Message from the president

Who Are We? Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant Society, and

In preparation for developing a strategic plan for the Master Gardenerso org

this Chapter, we need to define first who we are prohe level of training and its breadth that the
grammatically. At f i r s tChaptérprovides amndaly to®w cobort aigsdee e n
as we are the Historic Rivers Chapter of the Virginfar new members is becoming recognized by

Master Naturalists. So, we are located demographther chapters as providing an excellent subject

cally between the James River and the York Rivermatter foundation for new members. The caliber

on the coastal plain of eastern Virginia. of technical credentials we have available from

Hence, the task is to define what we do and what f@.r proximity to William a}nd Ma}ry and VIMS
strive for knowing that we operate on the peninsul Irginia Institute for Marine Sciences) helps us
of Virginia. Our programs, activities, and the or- maintain this level of subject matter for our co-
ganizations with which we collaborate and partnerhort classes.

contribute to spelling out who we are. Our citizen science activities as public service to
the residents of the area are one of the most im-
Portant things that the Chapter does. We cannot
under estimate how many children and young
adults our outreach programs enlighten. Continu-

Natural History. They are all integral to the Chapte‘ng education and awareness programs focused on

Each of these agencies is a critical component whlérﬁbﬁf;rr::?terro?/{ deen;/rll;f))%naetinotﬁltin:rsg?claos?éjce?:ts
we define who we are. P P

while accomplishing name recognition for the
Our collaborations with other relevant non Chapter. Our task is to a
sponsoring organizations that technically are subsefsrstanding of environmental concepts and issues.

of our program are equivalently important programts this a major focus for our Chapter?
matically to the Chapter. These organizations in-

clude the Williamsburg Bird Club, John Clayton

Our official partners and joint sponsors include the
Virginia Cooperative Extension Service, the Depar
ments of Conservation and Recreation, Forestry,
Game and Inland Fisheries, and the Museum of

The many projects that our members have ongo-
ing demonstrate the talent, energy, and dedication
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CHAPTER
OFFICERS 2010

Bruce Hill, President

Ted Sargent, Vice President
& Programs Chair

Patty Maloney and Lois UlI-
man, Secretary

Jim Booth, Treasurer

Barbara Boyer, Newsletter
Editor

Felice Bond, Historian

Alice Kopinitz & Jeanette
Navia, Host

Shirley Devan, Membership

vice Projects

Bruce Hill & Shirley Devan,
Training Chair

Dave Youker, Advanced
Training

Adrienne Frank & Gary
Driscole, Outreach Commit-
tee

Seig Kopinitz, Webmaster

ordinator

Patty Riddick, Membeat-
Large

Evelyn Parker, Membeat-
large

Susan Powell, Volunteer Ser-

Dean Shostak, Field Trip Co-

that exist in this Chapter. The vastness of these projects should be re-
flected in how we define the Chapter. Are the projects that we are doing

a)

the ones that are most essential to the future of our organization? Where

we put our energies says a lot about who we are as a Chapter. For exaﬂn-
Wi

ple, the Chapterdés early work i
pertise for which the Chapter is recognized and respected.

In 2009, the Chapter logged 2,812.5 volunteer, programmatic hours

working on our many projects. Not only is this 1.35 man years of citizen

environmental public service but the Chapter was designated as the to
Chapter in the State for volunteer hours for 2009! These stewardship
work areas are varied and broad; they include a Virginia frog and toad
calling survey, butterfly counts, habitat restoration, and nest boxes to
name a few. Our Chapter has set the bar high.

Are the members of the Chapter knowledgeable backyard ecologists?
Does the Chapter have a good understanding of the ecology of the pen
sula and know how it should be maintained and managed for sustainab
ity? Do we have the vision and forward thinking to do natural resource
management for lonaterm sustainability? Will our grandchildren be
managing these ecological resources or doing restoration projects to
remediate our actions and practices?

Are there major omissions in our

gists are we addressing the most important activities and projects? And

is our program balanced?

as a Chapter. What are the activities that differentiate us from other rel
vant organizations? How do we define our program to ensure we are w
thy stewards of peninsula natural resources?

These are the questions we should ask to collectively define who we af

Bruce F. Hill, President
Historic Rivers Chapter
Virginia Master Naturalists

COMMITTEES

Volunteer Service Projects
Susan Powell, Chair
Advanced Training

Dave Youker, Chair

Training Committee

Bruce Hill & Shirley Devan, Chair
Outreach/Publicity

Adrienne Frank, and Gary Driscold

Notes from the Board

All meetings of the Board of Directors are open to members.

n-
|-

Ch

©2010 Historic Rivers Chapter, Virginia Master Naturalist Program. No parts of this newsletter nfay be rej

~

duced without permission of the Board of Directors of the Historic Rivers Chapter. Contac
editor@vnuhistoricrivers.org

Virginia Master Naturalist programs and employment are open to all, regardless of race, colpr, u

sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. An ¢
nity/affirmative action employer.
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Membership and Timekeeping Information PAGE 3

By Shirley Devan

Many thanks to Jeanette Navia (most recent DO NOT WORRY¥-we'll have a training ses-
Membership Chair) and Patty Riddick (first Mendiensatpne of our meetings. Michelle asked our chapter
Chair) for all they did to keep us and our hours diesighse she feels that most of our chapter members will
and organized. They did a great job despite the lotunkling to enter their hours online. If you prefer to
Texas membership database. Both have my sincenéiraunel to send me your hours in the Microsoft Word
everlasting admiration and thanks. document, that will be OK too.

With the approval of the Board, | took a big leapUntil Michelle gives us thalggad, continue
and left the Texas database behind. | have enteted@&wvenyne your monthly volunteer and advanced train-
one's 2010 hours into an Excel spreadsheet. | cargdends using the MS Word document. Or mail them
you a PDF of your 2010 hours if you wish. Just tihapenga snail mail. Or give them to me at a meeting. |
an email or call me. We still have 2007, 2008 arch@0Ghdle just about any format.
hours in our recordaothing has been lost thanksto ~ Remember: for Volunteer Service projects, in-
Patty and Jeanette. clude your TIME (not miles) for round trip from home

At the May Board meeting, Michelle Prystoythe service location. Miles to and from Advanced
drove down from Charlottesville to demo an onlieining are NOT necessary and are not counted.
membership database they at the state level VMN offioks always, contact me if you have questions.
are considering. Michelle asked our chapter if wehaolklfor your good help!!
be a pilot chapter to test the software. At least one other
chapter will also be a pilot test site. The Board agheely Devan, Membership Chair
and in the coming months our 2010 data will be Hist@ric Rivers Chapter
ferred to the pilot database. When Michelle giveYiuginie Master Naturalist
word, our members can start entering their hours on
line.
3AOA OEA AAOAA

July 17, for our annual picnic - details coming soon!

Lois Ullman completed requirements for
certification as a Virginia Master Naturalist
in April.

At the Board Meeting May 5, Michelle
Prysby presented Lois with her volunteer
pin and certificate.

Photo courtesy of Shirley Devan
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Another fun Friday at York River
State Park

By Shirley Devan

Lois Ullman and Mary Apperson at YRSP
May 28. Our task this day was to "plant” a
hitching post near the "Friends" garden an

mysteriously been pulled out of its original
We're not sure how far the horse got with i

public at YRSP.

Friday,
new
d then to

"plant” a sign in the horse trailer parking lot that had

spot.
tl. Lois,

Mary, and | worked with shovels and posthole dig-
gers to "plant” these two items for theridorge

Springtime Wildlife Mapping
By Larry Riddick

|l dondédt know about you other backyard Wil d
mont hs wi | | bring. All winter |l ong itds be
but as | look back over the last several monthly data collection sheetayiie enigiesare an occasi
cottontail, the ubiquitous gray squirrels, and a birdifiegleaccoon.

As | write this in the early days of April, however, things are already starting to look up. In the in
gory, | 6ve spotted some cabbage white butt
trees in my yard, several zebra swall owt ai
of some of the dragonflies that stake out their territories around the water garden.

show
t heo

t o
deck

beginning
across my

frogs are
skittered

for
ned

As
|

herps,
skinks

| know there are some mammals that | would just as&panaveid vol es come t o

to be a wildlife bigot.

Anyhow, | wish all of you registered mappers happy hunting and encourageatipsErgdo judn the fu

i f el
en bi
pnal

Vertebrate
er fl i
S he

U p
pth

(S
er

four box turtles, a couple of black rat snakes, and even an eastern king snake put in an appearance.

mi nd
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New Quarter Park Teaching Garden up nicely, but we would love to have someone with rain
By Sara Lewis garden experience take on key responsibility for this as-

pect of the Teaching Garden and make it look wonder-
The Teaching Garden at New Quarter Paflllis
looking better and better! Originally planned by a chap-Next, we would like to have someone who is
ter member who had to resign and subsequentlyfaakiéar with the Standards of Learning come up with
over the next year by another member who had veaxes that teachers might use the Teaching Garden with
sign, this volunteer service project has gotten oftheiastudents. Is there a handout that we might develop
slow start. But now Jeanne and Mike Millin and loarereative ways to engage students in the Teaching Gar-
trying to regroup and have come up with a list ofdemniiwe are interested in your thoughts about using this
ties. I f you ar e abl e areavas dnedugational réesburce, boiceantaqs us evithery t
see you on the team. We will be sending out emeadlstoents or suggestions.
keep you up to date on future workdays.
Ouir first priority is to line the entire path with  Finally, we would like to have someone draw a
logs and fill in with mulch to make the trail more sitggdan that can be used in the SOL materials and in a
tive and easier for individuals and groups to folldwoéhame that would be available to park visitors.
to help us with this task on our next workday, June 26,
at 9:15. Regular workdays are on the fourth Saturday dRemember, our regular workday is the fourth
each month following the Bird Walk. Saturday at 9:15, following the Bird Walk. Other work-
days during the week may be necessary from time to
Next, Jeanne has taken an inventory of ptantsfor planting and maintenance. In September, we
mentioned on the 4 season signs and we would \Wiedtiack the Japanese Stilt Grass to keep the invasive
add and maintain more of these plants to fill in tlout of this area.
woodland area as much as possible. The plants &r kit
Spring Golden Ragwort, Bleyed Grass, Eastern Galra E. Lewis .
umbine, May Apple, Wild Ginger, Jack in the Pulpttp://saraelewis.blogspot.com
Showy Orchis; Sumra®eech Drops, Cranefly Or-
chid, Pawpaw, Cardinal Flower; Adtumn
Beauty Berry, Cinng

Holly, Black Needle Rush, Wool Grass, s
Partridge Berry. The Virginia Native Plargstas

and these were planted in late April. Dorjg
Whitfield of the Bird Club donated many
which she and Shirley Devan planted in
May. Additional natives are welcome! If

that you can donate, please let us know!§

We have worked on the rain gard
some to prevent further erosion. This is §

Cynthia and Bob Long with Master Ndtural-
ists at the Teaching Garden planting natives
donated by the Virginia Native Plant Society.

5 June 2010 http://historicrivers.org
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Ode to a Southern Leopard Frog
by Larry Riddick,

with credit (or condolences) to Angier Brock for haviné')t%(/i
my creative juices Perhaps to stay another year

And then came March to calm our fear.
rg%d, it did survive

It first appeared amongst the heat To brighten up our lives.

Summer Two Thousand Nine.

With spotted skin and large webbed feet On warmer days it had resumed
Its presence was divine. Its place of days gone by.

We didndt know that troub
It dozed throughout the sunny day | speak now with a sigh.

Beside our little pond.

And then at dusk would steal away; Our little friend just disappeared.

Of crickets it was fond. One day he wasnét there.
We knew not why, but what we feared

As morning came it would return With you I now will share.

To claim its usual spot;

And doze all day beside a fern The very day our leopard left

Or sunken flower pot. Young bullfrog came around.
Il s that the reason weodore |

As days grew short and summer waned The propositionds sound.

It soon became quite clear.

Long poolside naps were now distained

With sadness | do tell this tale,
And hibernation near.
As | lay pen to rest.

| promise not to weep and wail.
So then, where went our little fro
g We havergwfrog guest.
As ice began to grow?
Perhaps beneath a nearby log

Or in the pond below.

We often thought as New Year came,
Would frog survive the frost?

And grace our little pond the same
As last year, or be lost.

6 June 2010 http://historicrivers.org
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Missing in Action

Photos courtesy of Larry Riddick

The Culprit?

Chil drends Workshops at TH&imMarCamp amsbur g
By Linda C. Miller

Linda Miller t aught ThéWiliam$burg Botanicabs&dewlayeMap22| wo r
perfect place to learn about botanical art. Under the greegeaxflibn, five young artists created two pieces of
art drawing frolivespecimens that they personally selected from the garden.

0This was a special day for me. Last yelar |
project was approved. I now have supplies jon h
would also like to thank Barbara Dunbar and Linda Cole, VMN Historic River chapter members and Angelz
of The Williamsburg Botanical Garden for wvol|l unt
The next workshoprae Williamsburg BotanicalsGgatieday, September 11, 2010.

Linda will also be volunteering her timé&/atkl@ountii Summer CHmagirst week in August
(Jamestown |l ocation, off Greensprings Road)| T
dates to follow. Thank you Larry Riddick for getting us together!

Photo Courtesy of
Linda Miller

=
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ADVANCED TRAINING OPPORTUNITES

Date Title Location Time Remarks/Contact

June

1 Jun Something Is Killing Our
Bats- And It's In Virginia! Virginia Living Museum 18001930 www.thevim.org

5Jun Terps Walk & Talk New Qtr Park 10001200 Led by Randy Chambers
6 Jun HRBC Walk Newport News Park 07001000 Jane Frigo
9 Jun HRCVMN General Meetinguman Resources Bldg 19002000
12 JunwBc walk New Qtr Park 08001000  Shirley Devan
Deadline: 10 Jun
L7dUnwi | g1 i fe Hub i ArlipgtonfSeynty Park Op- POC:
Trainerod erations Bldg (northern VAB151600 Carol.Heiser@dgif.virginia.gov
call Sabrina Dohm at (540) 347
19 Jun 2334 or
Tour of Wildlife-Friendly emailsdohm@pecva.orgefore
Farms and Fields Rappahannock Library 09001500 June 12
20 JunHRBC Walk Newport News Park 07001000 Jane Frigo
Deadline: 15 Jun
230UNwi | g1 fe Hedb i tugkahog Brangh Liprary in POC:
Trainero Henrico County (Richmon@001630 Carol.Heiser@dgif.virginia.gov
26 JunWwBC Walk New Qtr Park 07001000  Shirley Devan
July
4 Jul  HRBC Walk Newport News Park 07001000 Jane Frigo
10 Jul wBc walk New Qtr Park 08001000  Shirley Devan

15 Jul Planting Wild - Healthier
Plants, Critters, and People Yorktown Public Library 19002100  http://www.claytonvnps.org

18 Jul HRBC Walk Newport News Park 07001000  Jane Frigo
24 Jul wBCc walk New Qtr Park 07001000  Shirley Devan

8 June 2010 http://historicrivers.org
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Training Opportunities from Virginia Institute for Marine Science

Sharks!
Starts:August 26, 2010 at 7:00 PM
Location:Mc Hugh Auditorium, Water mands Hall

Event URL http://www.vims.edu/public/reqgister/index.php
Contact: 8046847846 programs@vims.edu

shark populations around the world.

Reservations to this free public lecture series are required due to limitedegjistee oPlgeseall 8046847846 for further informa-
tion.

Training Opportunities from the Virginia Living Museum

July 17,2010 - Safari!!!
Butterflies of the Blue Ridge Mountains

Activity Level 2 ‘! : %

Join the Virginia Living Museum for our 18th annual Butterfly Watch to the Blue RidyedvmrhtHitisis nationwid
activity as we collect and release, watch, count and identify butterflies while also enjoying the insedis\aod-flg
drous Blue Ridge Parkwans trip is a great way to share nature with your family.
Age: 16+ (@5 with an adult)

Time: 7 a.m.9 p.m.

Cost:$35 VLM members; $50-mambers

August 3, 2010
Underground Treasures - Virginia's Rocks and Minerals
Below the surface throughout Virginia lies an amazing variety of rock and mihetaisdsoweesorkshop, we'll

use simple field and lab techniques to learn to identify native VA rocks and minerals ores, encounter sarak
properties, and show examples of some surprising commercial uses for these resources.

Presented by: Jim Drummond, VLM Education Associate
Ages 18+

Time: 6 7:30 p.m.

Cost: $5 Members; $7 INMmambers. Active volunteers are free.

Join VIMS professor Tracey Sutton as he explores the natural history of sharks and the managemenfjstatus

D

vers alc

hinerals
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Native PlantWallki May 29, 2010

By Shirley Devan

Five Master Naturalists from the Historic Rivers Ch:
ticipated in the native plant walk sponsored by the . o8
ton Chapter of the VA Native Plant Society May 29 P
port News Park. Alice and Seig Kopinitz, Adrienne g
Gary Driscole, and Shirley Devan joined members ¢
tive plant society for a wonderful morning in the par,

Phil Merritt led the group of 12 down the trail to the
Bridge. Phil pointed out numerous native plants alo
way: partridgeberry, spotted wintergreen, duckweeg
native), skullcap, rattlesnake weed, swamp dogwod
many others. The Master Naturalists among us we

usual modeDISTRACTED by such wonders as Prothonotary WarbésdeR&doodpeckers, Or-
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Hugh Beard holding a Black Rat Snake we found on the
Bird Walk at NQP this morning, May 8.

Shirley Devan

Below: Eastern Fence Lizard found at WISC
Shirley Devan

Wildlife Mapping at Grafton Ponds
April, 2010
Photos courtesy of Dean Shostak

Here are a couple of pictures. The worm snake is
with my daughter Josie Shostak. The marbled
salamander was found by her twin sister, Patricia.
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