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Message from the president

Our Website!
It's A Fantastic Tool!

One of the amazing tools available to members
of the Historic Rivers Chapter is our website.
The address is http://historicrivers.org, and

Webmaster Seig Kopinitz has packed it with
information, links, photos, and all sorts of
things that are handy and useful to our mem-
bers. Here are just a few of its many features.

Right now if you visit the home page of
our website you will notice a photograph of a
great-looking group of people - our newest
trainees on their first day of training. You
might notice that everyone is wearing their
Historic Rivers lanyard. If you haven't re-
ceived yours yet, let me know. The first one is
free!

Above the photograph are a few chapter
news items that will help keep you up -to-date.
If you scroll down below the photograph, you
will notice the calendar. It lists many of the ac-
tivities that are upcoming and available to our
chapter. If you click on a particular activity, of-
ten there is information about the activity such
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as when, where, and who to contact if you
want to participate.

Below the calendar you will find icons
for all our sponsors. The icons link directly to
the homepage of the sponsor, so you are al-
ways only a click away from their websites. |
find this feature very handy. For instance,
when | need to enter WildlifeMapping data
or need to know the distribution of a particu-
lar animal within the state, | simply click the
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
icon, and viola, I'm at their site.

At the very bottom of the website
there is a link to the president. If you every
need to contact me, simply click the For more
information, contact Historic Rivers President to
send me an email message.

Along the left margin of the home
page you will find a link called VMN Bro-
chure. This link will open a PDF file of the
Historic Rivers Chapter information bro-
chure. This is handy if you ever need to give
a potential member information about our
chapter. You can also print it out to use at
any of our educational events. The brochure

http://historicrivers.org
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Message from the president, continued from page 1

is designed to be printed on two sides, and folded into a tri -fold bro-
chure.

Below the link to the brochure is a link to our Chapter Newslet-
ters. Here you can peruse the current issue as well as all the previous
issues of our newsletter. They are in PDF format, so you can print a
copy to give to friends or to use for educational events. Can you be-
lieve this is issue Volume 3 Issue 11 of our chapter newsletter??!

The third link down is Become a Master NaturalisiThis is one of
the most important links on the website because it offers information
on how to sign-up for training, what to expect from the program, and
how to get started. If you know anyone who might be interested in
joining our chapter, direct them to this link.

P The fourth link down is How to use these pagesSeig designed
ethis link so that those who aren't completely comfortable with com-
puters could become familiar with the organization and terminology
used on the website. He explains what all those crazy symbols mean

(for instance: W 2 Webcast or Podcast or links to theyy and what you
can find under each of those green tabs.

Home Calendar Documents Projects Photos Links

AdvTraining Members

Now that I've shown you a few of our website's many features, it's
time for you to explore. | encourage you to visit and "play" with the
tools and links on the website. Give us your feedback and ideas. We
want to make the website as useful and handy a tool as possible!

Regards,
Susan Powell, President
Historic Rivers Chapter

VA Master Naturalist Program

Notes from the Board
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Topic
October -09

Field Trip: Wetlands
Ecology

Dendrology

Monthly Chapter
Meeting

Geology

Adv Training: Geol-
ogy

Halloween

November -09

Indigenous Cultures
of VA

Monthly Chapter
Meeting

Wildlife Mapping

Interpretive Skills and
Field Methods

Thanksgiving

December -09

Entomology

Annual Membership
Meeting and Party

By Shirley Devan

Day of C/
Week Date Time FIT Rm
stSat |5 509 (9am - 4pm | 6
urday
1st Tues- 6-0Oct-09 6 pmto9 30
day pm
2nd
Wednes- [14-Oct-09| 0PM©9
pm
day
3rd Tues- 20-Oct-09 6pmto9 3.0
day pm
4th Sat- 24-Oct-09 9amto 3
urday pm
SthSat- 131 oer-09
urday
1st Tues- 3-Nov-09 6 pmto 9 3.0
day pm
2nd
Wednes- 11-Nov- | 6pmto 9
09 pm
day
2nd Sat- | 14-Nov- | 9amto 3
urday 09 pm
3rd Tues- | 17-Nov- | 6 pmto9 3.0
day 09 pm )
4th 26-Nov -
Thursday 09
1st Tues- 1-Dec-09 6 pmto 9 3.0
day pm
2nd
Wednes- 9-Dec DI D
pm
day

Adv
Tr

2.0

5.0

2.0

6.0

2.0

Speaker

Hugh Beard &
Charlie Dubay

Stewart Ware

TBD

Jerre Johnson

Jerre Johnson

Aleck Loker

TBD

HRC Staff

Steve Living

Barbara Abra-
ham

Michelle Prysby

General Membership meeting

Cohort IV Training Schedule through December

Category

Training [Field
Trip]

Training

Monthly Meet-
ing
Training

Advanced
Training [Field
Trip]

Training

Monthly Meet-
ing
Advanced
Training

Training

Training

Training

Location

York River
State Park
Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

Human Ser-
vices Bldg.
Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

Human Ser-
vices Bldg.

November MeetingVednesday, November 11, 2009
6:00 prMi 9:00 pm
Our speaker for Nov. 11 is Ben Owens, the nursery/greenhouse supervisor at the College of W|lliam and M
Ben haseen with the college for 13 years and has an Associate in Applied Science Degree in Landscape G
from Sandhills Community College located in Southern Pines North Carolina, graduating in 1979.

Please note: The meeting will be held at the James City County Library in Croakefr in
the Kitzinger Community Room from 69 pm.

December MeetingVednesday, December 9, 2009
6:00 pm 9:00 pm
Holiday party with a very speciafi guesielle Prsyby
(See additional information in this newsletter)

November 2009
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Congratulations to the following Master Naturalists for earning their 250Gour
milestone pin:

Felice Bond
Gary Hammer
Sheila KerrJones
Clyde Marstelller

Advanced Training Opportunity and Environmental Education
Project WILD

November 4th, 9atpm, Virginia Zoeww.projectwild.ordhis program emphasizes wildlife because ¢f its in-
trinsic and ecological values, as well as its importance as a basis for teaching how ecosystems fiinction. T
WILD k12 Curriculum and Activity Guide focuses on wildlife and habitat. Each is organized in topic units &
structors may use one or many Project WILD activities or the entire set of activities to serve effegtively as
for a course of study. The workshop is free; registration required by October 21st to Holly Carsoh at
holly.carson@norfolk.govi411347

THE VIRGINIA LIVING MUSEUM
November 10

Ice Age- The Real Story

Four times during its history, our earth has been plunged into the deep freeze. What caused thesqd ice age
they end? What evidence did they leave behind? Join us as we create a tabletop ice sheet and watch it mc
ine the remains of strange and wonder f ul i cg ag
VLM Education Associate.

Ages: 16 and above.

Time: 68 p.m.

Cost: VLM members $5,-mambers $7, active VLM volunteers free. Ga%I535 to register

December 5

Shark Family Programs
Investigate the lives of ancient sharks and their modern descendents in a special one hour look info the liv
amazing living fossils. Touch shark skin, look under a microscope at special shark adaptations, oljserve a
case, delve into the internal workings of sharks and discover fascinating facts about their skate and ray rel,

Ages: 13 and abov&Z6vith an adult)
Time:1 p.m.
Cost$5.Tickets available at the Admissions Desk

4 November 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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Historic Rivers Chapter — December Meeting

, Our December party meeting 1s scheduled for December 9 at the James
City County/Williamsburg Community Center . Rooms A&B located at
5301 Longhill Road in Williamsburg. Tickets are $20 per person.
Members may bring one guest. (Note: room capacity is 100)..

The meeting will feature heavy hors d’oeuvres and desserts followed by a
presentation by Michelle Presby. our VMN State Coordinator.

Please RSVP to Patty Riddick at PattvRiddick@cox net by November 10 so the planning committee can
complete arrangements.

Please send your check (payable to Historic Rivers Chapter, Virginia Master Naturalist) to:
Historic Rivers Chapter
P.O.Box 6424
Williamsburg, VA 23187

Checks should be received by November 17. Your check is your reservation.
Sice we are all concerned about the environment, we are “GOING
GREEN? (like the Christmas Tree frogs) and asking you to help in the following
way. Please bring YOUR OWN PLATE AND UTENSILS. A Ziploc bag
works great and provides for easy carrying.

If you have any questions, please contact one of the committee listed below.

Cordially.

The December Committee
Alice Kopinitz. Felice Bond, Barbara Boyer, Patty Riddick

Time Sheets

Jeanette Navia asks that you continue to send in your time sheets using the same Word doc fqrrp
as before. You do not need to include travel time for Advanced Training, but please do include
hours for Volunteer Service. Travel time for volunteer service goes toward your milestone hourg.

U)

5 November 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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Evaluation of the Historic Rivers Chapter of As my training progresse(?, | found that the
. .. . S
the Virginia Master Naturalists Program by a  Problem also expanded. In the*Zientury world

member of Cohort IV of driving while talking on an-phone between
Ted Sargent bites of a Big Mac, | was adding the distractions of
. |l ooking for Charl i e Dubay
If you want an honest evaluation of the  Angiosperms. (Can you really find Gametophytes
Virginia Master Naturalist, Historic Rivers Chap-t hr ough t he window of a n

ter Training Session for Cohort IV, | am happy to all for multi-tasking, but this is ridiculous! If |
provide one; but if toes get stepped on, remembedrive through valleys, | am confused by whether
you asked for it. the lower elevation is supposed to be on the north

lope or the nortifiacing slope. | can no longer

ments for this course were very misleading, and’P® :jntglr St?]t.? #64 .for fearhof Emas};g]ng thr.ough a
quickly discovered that | was poorly prepared fdguardrail while staring in shock at ti@ragmites

the consequences of sending in my $150 cour.%lés'[ralisthat Hth Beard informed us are i”"‘?‘d'
fee. Nowhere in the information for this cours&'9 the marshes visible along that highway. Since

(including the State VMN descriptions online an began classes, | have received four traffic tickets:

the Information and Application Form for Cohort'™° for failing to maintain the state minimum

IV) is there any disclaimer concerning the poteﬁpeed’ one for careless driving, and one for driving

tial dangers to the health of the students. Admitnder the influence of Shirley Devan.

tedly, |1 have suffered no physical damages from Thank God for Mary Apperson, whose dis-

my course work thus far, but | expect to any daﬁ},ussion of Risk Management did not require Ioo_k-
Now. Fng through a cardés windo

ave a bone to pick with her. In the section of her
andout entitledBe alert to dangerous conditions,

e completely failed to make any mention of the
angers of whi ch | am Wwr i
| ampaiipipating gleck

|
cthd I:aa‘;cyt Uk A'i;f‘ djg

| believe the advertising and announce®

Things began innocently enough with th
first class: Introduction to VMN and Basic Train-
ing. However, a few days later | almost ran a st?‘

sign while looking at my flashcards for Dr. Bruc

Hill 6s notes for nomen%giilkd?‘cttiqul) eC_ertainl)é
card for ﬁthermoacidoﬁ‘ﬁ)i IeésogAV\}hei
Shouldndot Dbe genc

tracted me. . .
) However, it would be just my luck to be rear

Two days later, following a fascinating . - . :
i ended while driving and looking at a map to find
VIMS lecture by Dr. Art Evans on insects, take e Mataponi Indian Museum.

for advanced training, | realized that my car was :
halfway across the yellow line on the Coleman Thg heart and soul of VMN wqu IS V.Ol'
eer Projects. | propose the following project.

Bridge because | was examining a squashed be .

on my windshield, trying to decide if it was & omeone should do a study of Master Naturalist

Chrysobothris femoratar anAlaus oculatus. ”a'T‘eeS’ b.Oth n Virginia and in other states, com-
paring their drlvn?g Ire;:ords before and after, train-

Then, Tollowing Susahe R0 WELdiOhst the duyfwolidshol Brd

class on Habitats, | scraped three cars while Yl redible increase in traffic accidents by training

to park at the Blooms Supermarket because | w rticipants, as well as a marked increase in traffic

distracted by the proximity of the nearby comm citations. | suspect that most of the violations

nity of secondary succession plants. It was th%\po uld be reveal ed as Awa
that | noticed a pattern developing. The more | g ay, o ifailure to stay i
into becoming a Master Naturalist, the more atten-d " | ving while distracted

tion | devoted to the world around me. (And the And then thereés Dr . 3

concomitant less attention | paid to my driving.) addition to the health danger of sitacking laugh-

6 November 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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ter, | now discover that no longer is it enoughi¢n. The length of time was due to the many diver-
view the vegetation outside my windewn o w  siansninto the woods and fields to check out the
expected t o, AUs e y 0 hotany, deadrotogyy ecaogys gedlaygy, andnhabita-h e
ground under my tires. tology. The weight gain came from one pound of
On the way home from his class last nighgfBsses, two pounds of leaves and pinecones, four
slammed into a viscous pothole. Did | get outp®unds of wood, and thirteen pounds of rocks. (I
the car to check my tires? No! | got out to chat®s correct when | told Dr. Johnson that it seemed
the rocks at the bottom of the pothole to $edne that geologists were the bass fiddlers of the
whether they were metamorphic or igneous; &Gtence orchestra.)
whet her there was any 0tSootheiinn mg évaluaiion eofd VMNNn  wi
the aggregate! In addition to dangerstomy hedthnger ous t o onedés health
from driving acci dent snentiohgdllmfermation \end appticatidn Formdor d a n
of being run over on a dark road while kneeli@ghort IV are the following requirements for stu-
over a pothole. And why did | hit the pothole? | bigénts:

it because | was a nervous wreck, staring not atythg@ must be able to send and receive documents by
road but at the night sky, in anticipation of seeingraail.

mile and a half wide meteor about to slam into % must be able to open PDF documents.
Virginia coast! Now mymental health is threat-You must be able to open, print, and prepare docu-
ened also. ments in Microsoft Word.

One might think that | coyld alleviate th? u must be able to do research on the Internet.
health dangers by merely staying out of vehicles

and traveling by Shan'R@hchIwapldiketoseegdded: o, Thi
morning, | 1left my carYougmustizpableda drijeand wall whilewealinge mt
the pothole?) and as the weather was expected RiiBders.

nice, | decided to walk home, a distance o# ¥irginia Master Naturalists-devoted, distin-
miles through rural countryside. The walk wougdished, dedicated...obDANGEROUS!

do me good, and maybe | would lose a pound or

two from the exercise. Instead, the walk took me

four hours and | arrived home twenty pounds heav-

CHANGE IN MEETING LOCATION

The next two general membership meetings will be held in different
locations:

November 11t Kitzinger Community Room at the James City
County Public Library in Croaker, VA

December 9thi James City County/Williamsburg Community Center,
Rooms A&B

5301 Longhill Road, Williamsburg, VA

7 November 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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Geology field trip with Jerre Johnson  shoreline. After lunch we visited the "buffalo
By Shirley Devan wallows", more correctly known as Grafton
Ponds where we actually saw water in the sink
Anticipated problems with rain and campusoles from the recent rains. No one's car got
parking on Homecoming weekend did not statk on the side of Ft. Eustis Blvd, so we pro-
rialize and 15 Master Naturalists and guestseded back to Williamsburg, keeping an eye out
joyed a geology field trip Saturday, Octobefd4lerre's arm waving out the window or his
with Dr. Jerre Johnson, Geology Professorvoice crackling on the wadtiee. We parked
Emeritus from William and Mary. We caravaresedV&M's Ludwell Apartments on Jamestown
to Yorktown and parked at the Moore HousRoad and walked down to the Lake Matoaka fos:
where we then skipped down the river bankitded adjacent to the spillway. We compared this
check out the fossil beach as well as try tofatemation to those we had seen in Yorktown and
tify the rocks imported from the Piedmont filmund several Middlesex scallop fossils and clarr
the rip rap. shell fossils. Our final stop was a "secret"
After a potty break at the Yorktown Visitor Gecation where we learned about an archeology
ter, we visited Cornwallis Cave on the Yorkforerect Jerre is helping with. An extra added bo-
Waterfront where we learned about the compeyecan trees where several folks collected a
interactions of waves, erosion, and impact featér take home.
came together to provide the tilted rock forma-
tions around the cave. We returned to campus and no one had a park-
ing ticket and everyone had a great day. Many
"O0000000000Ppen your eyes" was a thanks to Jerre for showing us some geology hot
constant theme (as we all remember!) andsjmte we often overlook and to the Master Natu-
helped by waving his hand out the windownalss who made the day so enjoyable.
we went up or down an ancient river bank or

All photos courtesy of Shirley Devan

At Grafton Ponds: Les Lawrgnce,
Jerre Johnson, Gary Hamme

=

8 November 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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Johnson
Lake Matoaka Fossil Beach

Rhonda DeChirico, Lois Ullman, Gary Hammer, Jerre

Dr . Jerre Johnson
Yorktown, VA

Foreground is Lois Ullman. Left to
right in background is Patty Ma-
honey, Dean Shostak, Jerre Johnson
at Yorktown fossil formation.

Left to right: Ted Sargent, Jerre Johnson, 1
man on the bank of the York River at Yorkf{

9 November 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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