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Message from the president

Can Members of the Historic gram. Any implied commercial endorsement re-
sulting from use of the VMN title is improper.

Rivers Chapter Therefore, the title may not be used for commer-
cial publicity or private business. Participating in
? . o > :
Act as Advocates” a commercial activity, association with commer-
Lately, several members of our chapter have Cial products, or giving implied VMN endorse-
inquired as to whether the chapter can act as Ments to any product or place of business is a vio-
advocates for any particular cause or issue. Ac- lation of VMN policies. VMNs may only identify
cording to Article Ill B of our bylaws, " No part themselves as such while volunteering in con-

of the activities of the Chapter, nor those of any indiunction with official/approved VMN programs
vidual that belongs to any membership category of § activities, NOT for business or personal

Chapter, shall be devoted to advocacy, lobbying, pa@in-VMN training and experience may be given

litical or private promotion of issues, agendas ofS dualifications when seeking employment; how-
businesses or personal endeavors through the useEYf" once employed, credentials may not be dis-

the Master Naturalist rmPREbYHeVMYgriheemployery ¢ ving o

self as a Virginia Master Naturalist
So... the answer is no, members of the chap-

ter are not allowed to act as an advocate for
any particular cause or issue.

Here's what the VMN Volunteer Policy Hand-
book (2/26/2009) has to say about it:

"The Virginia Master Naturalist program is a pub- i . L
9 prog P We represent five state agencies:Virginia Co-

lic service program operated by the State Prograr(r)1|oera,[ive Extension (VCE)eVirginia Department

Sponsors to provide accurate, unbiased natural 1€z s.me and Inland Fisheries (DGIffe Virginia

sources information. The Virginia Master Natural- Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR),
ist title may not be identified with any particular theVirginia Department of Forestry (DOBhd the
political viewpoint andnay not be used by groups Virginia Museum of Natural History (VMNH).
or individuals as they participate in political advo-\When you read the paragraph above, it is ob-

cacy. The title is to be usedly when doing unpaid vious that the state considers us to be unpaid
volunteer work associated and approved by the pro-
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Message from the president, continued from page 1

CHAPTER

OFFICER S 2009 volunteers for all these agencies. However, what | liked most about
the paragraph above is how it describes that we are a public service
program to provide " accurate, unbiased natural resources informa-

Shirley Devan, Vice Presi- | tjon " We accomplish this when we provide education and outreach

dent & Programs Chair to the community and when we put our training into practice on pro-

Angier Brock & Katie jects that benefit the state.
Schultz, Secretary

Susan Powell, President

Thanks for the questions, and keep up the good work!
Regards,

Susan Powell, President

Historic Rivers Chapter

VA Master Naturalist Program

Jim Booth, Treasurer

Barbara Boyer, Newsletter
Editor

Felice Bond, Historian
Alice Kopinitz, Host

Jeanette Navia, Membership SAVE THE DATE!!

Bruce Hill, Volunteer Servic
Projects

@D

December 9, 2009

Our General Membership meeting will be held at the Williams
burg-James City County Recreation Center on Longhill Road.
Susan EnghkHill, Joanne This will also be our holiday partyi details to come.
Medina, Advanced Training

Bruce Hill, Training Chair

Our very special guest speaker will be Michelle Prysby.

Adrienne Frank & Gary
Driscole, Outreach Commit-
tee

. . Time Sheets
Seig Kopinitz, Webmaster

Dave Youker, Membeaxt-

Jeanette Navia asks that you continue to send in your time sheets usinggthe sar
Lar Word doc form as before. You do not need to include travel time for Advaced
ge . ) . .
_ Training, but please do include hours for Volunteer Service. Travel time for vol-
E’“ke Powell, Membeat- unteer service goes toward your milestone hours.
arge
COMMITTEES

Notes from the Board
Volunteer Service Projects

All meetings of the Board of Directors are open to members. Jeangtte[Navia

o mi nds al l to turn in their houjrg fo
Advanced Training in your hours!

Susie EngleHill, Co-Chair
Joanne Medina, G&hair

Bruce Hill, Chair

©2009 Historic Rivers Chapter, Virginia Master Naturalist Program.| No|fparts o
this newsletter may be reproduced without permission of the Board of Pirecto

Training Committee of the Historic Rivers Chapter. Contact: neveslgte@vm
Bruce Hill, Chair historicrivers.org
Outreach/Publicity Virginia Master Naturalist programs and employment are open to all| redardless

Adrienne Frank, and Gary Driscole | Face, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political bgliefq, sexus
orientation, or marital or family status. An equal opportunity/affirmative] action
employer.
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Cohort IV Training Schedule through December
By Shirley Devan
Day of C/ Adv
Topic Week Date Time FIT Rm Tr Speaker Category Location
October -09
Field Trip: Wetlands 1st Sat- Training [Field York River
3-Oct-09 [9am -4pm | 6 Hugh Beard & .
Ecology urday Charlie Dubay Trip] State Park
1st Tues- 6 pmto9 - Human Ser-
Dendrology day 6-Oct-09 pm 3.0 Stewart Ware Training vices Bldg.
2nd
Monthly C_hapter Wednes- |14 -0ct-09 6 pmto 9 20 TBD Monthly Meet- Hgman Ser-
Meeting day pm ing vices Bldg.
Geology 3rd Tues- 20-0Oct-09 6pmto9 3.0 Jerre Johnson Training HL_Jman Ser-
day pm vices Bldg.
. Advanced
AE ITEITIEE o) AL 50 G g BETEE 5.0 | Jerre Johnson | Training [Field
ogy urday pm .
Trip]
Halloween SthSat- 131 oer-09
urday
November -09
Indigenous Cultures 1st Tues- 3-Nov-09 6 pmto 9 3.0 Aleck Loker Training Hgman Ser-
of VA day pm vices Bldg.
2nd
Monthly C_hapter Wednes- 11-Nov- | 6pmto 9 20 TBD Monthl_y Meet- Hyman Ser-
Meeting day 09 pm ing vices Bldg.
- . 2nd Sat- | 14-Nov- | 9amto 3 Advanced Human Ser-
OHTIalED DT urday 09 pm gl FINS S Training vices Bldg.
Interpretive Skills and 3rd Tues- | 17-Nov- | 6 pmto9 3.0 Steve Livin Trainin Human Ser-
Field Methods day 09 pm ) 9 9 vices Bldg.
. 4th 26 -Nov -
Thanksgiving Thursday 09
December -09
Entomology 1st Tues- 1-Dec-09 6 pmto 9 3.0 Barbara Abra- Training Hgman Ser-
day pm ham vices Bldg.
. 2nd
Annua_l LA Wednes- 9-Dec DI D 2.0 |Michelle Prysby Training
Meeting and Party day pm

General Membership meeting

6:00 prii 9:00 pm

6:00 prii 9:00 pm

October MeetifigWednesday, October 14, 2009

November MeetingVednesday, November 11, 2009

Our speaker for Oct. 14 is Lance Gardner. He will be talking about natural ways to repel insects
natural plantings. Biography: PhD student at VIMS working on innovative eelgrass restoration fechnique:
Oceanography & Limnology from the University of Viscbesim BS in Biology and Chemistry; He
giving the talk as a Master Gardener currently with the Gloucester Master Gardener group.

in the ga

Wwill be

Our speaker for Nov. 11 is Ben Owens, the nursery supervisor at the College of William and Mary.

October 2009
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Advanced Training Opportunities

Virginia Institute for Marine Science (VIMS)

Mad Lab:
Lurking in the Shadows
Thursday, Oct. 22nd8@m

Join us for the 3rd Annual Mad Lab (Thursday not Tuesday)! Visit this "spooky" lab and
study animals that lurk in the shadows of Chesapeake Bay. Learn about gar, snapping

turtles, oyster toadfish, and bowfins. There will be lots of spooky, hands -on, children's
activities and a short "Bay Animals” talk by PhD student Pat McGrath. The lab will be in
full Halloween décor. Children and adults are encouraged to enter the Mad Lab Costume

Contest!  These family  -friendly labs are provided by the Chesapeake Bay National Estua-
rine Research Reserve at VIMS.  There is no charge, however registration is required due

to limited space. Registration required; call 804 -684 -7878.

After Hours Lecture:
Is there oil on our horizon?
Thursday, Oct. 22nd, 7:00pm

Recent legislative and executive actions have opened the possibility of gas and oil drilling

in Virginia's offshore waters. Join VIMS Professor Woody Hobbs as he describes the geo-

logic likelihood of petroleum discovery on Virginia's continental shelf and potential envi-

ronmental issues related to oil extraction and refining. Registration (required); call 804 -
684 -7846. The After Hours Lecture Series is provided in part by CBNERR -VA and CCRM.

THE VIRGINIA LIVING MUSEUM

October 6

The Biology and Behavior of Bats
The bat is the only mammal that can truly fly. Found in many habitats on planet Earth, bats have ynique ac
including greatly enhanced senses for navigation and for locating and catching food. In addition tg explorin
cinating adaptations, we'll discuss the roles bats play in our daily lives, and the importance of bat ¢onserva
tion.Presented by Susan Summers, VLM Education Associate.

Ages: 16 and above.

Time: 68 p.m.

Cost: VLM members $5,-mambers $7, active VLM volunteers free. GaBIBI35 to register.

November 10

Ice Age- The Real Story
Four times during its history, our earth has been plunged into the deep freeze. What caused thesqd ice age
they end? What evidence did they leave behind? Join us as we create a tabletop ice sheet and watch it mc
ine the remains of strange and wonder f ul i cp ag
VLM Education Associate.

Ages: 16 and above.

Time: 68 p.m.

Cost: VLM members $5,-mambers $7, active VLM volunteers free. GabJIE35 to register

4 October 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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Seafood WatcldoWh at 6 s o n Y andeat U.®. Wilg or faai®ed shrimp. To quote
. one example from the above meribaig&®ress
By Patty Riddick article, o0The fisherids he

For some time now | have been interested inarficksl regul ated. I n Amgrica
put out by the Monterey Bay Aquarium in Califo?figercent compliance with teriguding de-
concerning the sustaitYlab83.iQ@Qy of our worl dgs se
You might ask why we should be interested in Cali-

fornia when we | ive i HeNontergyBayjAguariumandthe Virgngr ¢ 6 s t
catch. | f we donét bAAgarum bethput gy RoéketingESdO(hﬁ{I%L@J. choi
in our supermarkets and restaurants, we may I¢8aking our choices. | have on hand ample suppfies

much of the seafood we have come to love andPé#ie Monterey Bay Seafood Watch Sustainable} Sea-
joy. The Monterey Bay Aquarium is only one ofood Guides for tBeutheast 2008ich | am

many groups trying to protect and save this natliRPy to share. You may also contact them at
resource. An article appeafHttiDaily Piess ~ Www.seafoodwatch.ofthe Virginia Aquarium
December of 2008 in which the V|rg|n|a Aquarimts out a Sensible Seafood Pocket Guide that i
& Marine Science Center addressed this very topiteh the same and you can contact them at
|t statedrdbdng to fi s\Wavyigigigquadungaagdihen clickos s d
better start making informed decisions aboutthe fisi ot ect 6 and 0Sensi blje Se
we eat now if we want them to keep showingup fort © sections: o0Best ({hoic
dinner in the future.amMhaQRB%oittheO admnd ogaginlgy viiir
Aquariumds new Sensi blipersomlyipyedrage BoughyandhGroupeiwi ¢ h
has enlisted local marine scientists, restauratewsme@dearning more about this subject, | just do Tot
seafood suppliers to help consumers understanstdlee them or buy them. | am a shrimp lover tog
potential i mpact of t\tf]lj?ti r tRgde dMdgnwynsdihdc wiod
fishery populations. ohopelam helping. My next step is to tell the res
To give you an exampl tauant@wnersthadl@rm coecerneed with somdof f a v
ite, the shrimp. An aquarium staff member at thge offerings on their menu. Although this is not

Virginia Living Museum told me that we should -
. i . always an easy thing to do, we can all try to do bpt-
never eat or order imported shrimp from Asia a they y g y

harvesting processes are so horrendous there St
every living thing in the surrounding habitat is anni-
hilated as the shrimp are procured. Better to buy

N/
A v
& '- e - ‘L{ \'
4" e
!‘ AT \

Shrimp
Become Aware

Shrimp trawl nets accidentally catch and kill more than 1.8 million tons of marine
life each year. Shrimp farming overseas has destroyed hundreds of thousands of
acres of mangroves. Try US shrimp instead. Visit www.seafoodwatch.org for more
information about making ocean friendly seafood choices.

Monterey Bay Aquarium®SeafoodWatch
Patty Riddick says o0Stay tuned for another Sea‘lood

5 October 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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Something New to Worry About:
A Report from the Virginia Environmental Education Conference, September 9
By Sara E. Lewis

opening plenary session lecture at the VEE Conference

{AyOS LQ@S 3F20G0Sy aSy drdauthe Eghtedtiey foliRdediaBHUZojlofvinged- T | Y A

takes every opportunity to offer up a wetieaning reers at nearby NASA. They knew their work was not

G§SFrasS o2dzi Y& 200l aA 2 ydode. Thetnigighining douds wereGitstirepdrtgtiine  LINE

mations. You may have seen me wearing my Tree the late-nineteenth century after the volcanic erup-
Hugger tee shirt or carrying my Global Warming mution on the Indonesian island of Krakatoa. Daytime
(add hot coffee and watch the polar ice melt). | musibservations of the clouds were made by a satellite in
admit that | even poke fun at myself from time to  1969. Regular spadeased observations began in
time. So when | came home from the Virginia Envirdr®82. Greater frequency and observations with the
mental Education Conference at Hampton Universitjaked eye at lower latitudes have occurred since

and told my husband that we have something new tthen. The photo included with this article is from a

G2NNE F02dziz KS I dz3 KS RNASAlidreas rélise antl $haws onke of the firsRgroknkl Y &

learned about something new today: noctilucent  sightings of noctilucent clouds in the 2007 season. It

Of 2dzRa d¢ was taken by Veres Viktor of Budapest, Hungary on
June 15, 2007.

I had never heard about them before, so shared my

new knowledge about this eerie phenomenon with In their second career lives, Russell and McCormick

Y& Kdzaol yR® Ly OF asS @& 2 darenoridry yith $tud&nSsltoNaRncH tiie Aeminoniy &S Y X

let me enlighten you (no pun intended). Noctilucent Ice in the Mesosphere (AIM) spacecratt, the first satel-
clouds are also known as polar mesospheric cloudslite able to determine the properties of the distant yet
night-shining clouds. The clouds, located 50 miles uimcreasingly present ethereal bodies. They are collect-

Ay (GKS 2dziSNJ ol yR 27 9 I ingldéapa the niyeticus ite SloliBsthatlddtdhe A £ f dzY
yFriSR a (GKSe& NBFf SOl (edde ofspayedzheld us dhéetstand@Is tha ofodds, NP dz
2dzNJ LJ FySiQa SRIAS | 2 ¢ Sai& MEwedieKchisively dvelarieAPylar R&yians Yarg a 2 mt

spheric clouds can only be seen by Earthlings in deapw lighting up the night at lower latitudes.
twilight. They were most commonly observed in the
summer months at latitudes between 50 and 70 de-The clouds form at the poles, the coldest part of the

17

grees north and south of the equator. 9 NI KQ& FFGY234LKSNB:E Ay GKS

northern hemisphere they begin appearing in mid
Recently, the clouds have been observed between &fay and last through midugust, and in the southern
and 50 degrees and sparked alarm in Northern Eurdyenisphere they begin in midovember and last
and the United States as observer took photos of théarough midMarch. The seasonal lifecycle of noctilu-
weird nightshine for publication in newspapers and cent clouds is controlled by complex interactions be-
blogs. If you were outdoors this summer looking fortween temperature, water vapor, solar activity, at-
frogs or bats or other nocturnal critters and trained mospheric chemistry and small particles on which the
your eyes up, you may have gasped at the sight toocloud crystals form. Humainduced factors like car-
Where aliens flashing their lights, like deer spotters,bon dioxide, methane, and other gases that cause
on our planet? warming in the lower atmosphere also cause cooling

and more water vapor in the mesosphere, resulting in
At the Center for Atmospheric Sciences at Hamptorthe increase in upper atmosphere cloud formation.
University, Dr. James M. Russell and Dr. M. PatrickThe satellite will simultaneously measure air pressure
McCormick have been watching the outer atmos- and temperature, moisture content and cloud dimen-
pheric light show for some time. They delivered an sions, providing data needed to determine the role of

6 October 2009 http://historicrivers.org
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polar mesospheric clouds as |mportant indicators ofhe |onosphere The Northern Lights (and Southern
0KS L FTySiQa OKFy3aAy3d Of A gk

For now, program scientists quoted in a NASA press
NEfSHasS aleéesz a¢KSasS Of 2dzR:
GA2ya Ay GKS dzLJLISNJ NBI OKS3
and are an important link in the chain of processes
that result in the deposition of solar energy into
9FNIKQa |GY24LKSNE® ! La
ing of how and why these clouds form, an important
contribution toward the NASA goals of understanding
the fundamental physical processes of our space ehights) result from the collision of charged particles
vironment and how the habitability of planets is af- from the Sun that swirl in solar winds and take quan-
fected by the interaction of planetary magnetic fieldé dzy f S} LJA 6KSy SEOAGSR
YR FldY2aLIKSNBa ¢AlK & 2ofdorhsthidd likekhiato A £ A (1 & ¢

[N
N O(
D¢ N

] S N&

Note: Noctilucent clouds should not be confused with
the Aurora Borealis, which occurs even farther up, in

Noctilucent clouds

Advanced Training Opportunity and Environmental Education

Project WILD
November 4th, 9apm, Virginia Zoeww.projectwild.ordhis program emphasizes wildlife because
trinsic and ecological values, as well as its importance as a basis for teaching how ecosystems
WILD K12 Curriculum and Activity Guide focuses on wildlife and habitat. Each is organized in t
structors may use one or many Project WILD activities or the entire set of activities to serve effe
for a course of study. The workshop is free; registration required by October 21st to Holly Carsg
holly.carson@norfolk.gowv411347
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AN INVITATION TO VISIT GRAFTON PONDS NATURAL AREA PRESERVE

Earn service hours! Get outside and enjoy fall with your fellow Master Naturalists! Join Patty an
Saturday, 17 October, from 10:00 a. m. unt i |
walking on paths in a wooded area for two to three miles to get acquainted with an area the Cha
a Wildlife Mapping Volunteer Service Project site. It is suggested you bring insect repellant and
plus, you might want to bring your camera and or binoculars. Anyone interested in participating
questions, please call or email Patty Riddi8687 863, pattyriddick@cox.net. Hope to see you the

Lane until you reach Yorktown Elementary School on your left and turn into the parking lot. We
and walk into the Grafton Ponds area together. You may park in the school parking lot or in fron
along the street, but please do not park elsewhere on Siege Lane.

Directions and Parkifggom Route 17 turn onto Siege Lane which is directly across from York H.S.

d Larry Ri
app
pter has ¢
wear long
or if you
re!
Follow .

will meet
t of the s
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Virginia Master Naturalist Mike Millin discuss
his trip to Costa Rica and the Panama Canal
the September general membership meeting.

Photos courtesy of Gary Driscole

Bird Sleuth Program at New Quarter P&
September 11, 2009

Above: Two veryl|inter

Left: Virginia Master Naturalist Sheila Kerr
-Jones overseeing sleuthing events

Below left: Virginia Mater Naturalists
Mike Millen and Sarah Lewis

Photos courtesy of Lester Lawrence
(Cohort IV)
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Notes from the Virginia Native Plant Society Annual Meeting by Kathi Mestayer PAGE 9

The Virginia Native Plant Society had its Annual Rleativeye there is more plant diversity there is more ani-
this past weekend near Roanoke. Attendance wasalvélVersity. Biodiversity is an esserdiahewable
over 100 (did | hear 130?)! | drove out with a newegblREe.
member, and ran into several others from the Claitdmere is such as thing as "functional extinction" when
Chapter. The weather was dreadful, but in perfegopulation numbers of a particular plant/animal in an
VNPS/Master Naturalist style, we didn't let it keefaresa get so low that they are not able to perform their
indoors. function in the food web/ecosystem. If one were to

A highlight, however, was the (indoors) keglaite that because there are no documented examples of
speaker on Saturday night, Doug Tallamy, authoegfinctions due to nonnative invasives, that claim would
Bringing Nature Home (and U. of Md. professor ibdisot only largely irrelevant, but also wrong (Tallamy
spare time). If you don't have this book, get it nogayh'shat there are, indeed such examples on islands). S
out in paperback. | have bought four copies so fahared
only kept two; one went to Hugh Beard (environnder@ally native plants are part of the food web. He de-
sciences high school teacher), one to Carol Heisénas "native" as being an organism that shares an evolu-
DGIF. Hugh said it was +hiading. tionary history with the species in a given area. For ex-

Doug spoke eloquently about the problemaiinple, many caterpillars can only survive and reproduce
modern society and their impacts on the environrimetite ptesence of three or fewer plant types! That's be-
one point, he summed it up by saying that most cfaisstetiiose caterpillars haveleed in the presence of
that "Nature is well and happy someplace else." &dplecific plant to be able to digest its leaves despite the
we, in contrast, are well and happy in the center diedemsive toxins that the plant has developed to protect
"sterilized" lawns and (mostly nonnative) landscapeslf!

I'll just summarize a few of his best (IMHO%. When we buy and plant nonnatives, we are depriving
points: wildlife of food; a "pessistant” plant is a freé
1. In healthy ecosystems, there is a lot of redundalayt. For example, the "butterfly bush" only supports
niches and positions in the food web are covered@\Engpecies of butterfly. Sure, more species feed on the
than one species or organism. However, with thenemtaar, but when it comes time to reproduce and make
biodiversity of most of our suburbs and developedaredsytterflies, the butterfly bush is virtually useless.
the redundancy is lost; when one species or nich®disamn the other hand, support over 500 species of but:
pears, the whole food web crashes. terflies.

Continued on Page 16
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Estuaries Day
At York River State Park

September 26, 2009

Eating brownies i Alice made brownies for the
workers at Estuaries Day, especially good for
motivating Cohort IV to come back again.

Working hard - Three planners for the annual meeting.

For the third year, the VMN Historic Rivers Chaptewpald like to thank all of those from Cohorts | through
ticipated in Estuaries Lagpecial event day held afviwho contributed time and expertise at our display:
ally at York River St aRaty RiBdick, Barbara Bogec, AngedalScott, tAlee o u r
and tidal rivers. 6 We KomnitznJeftiMillar, DeaniShostak,ySteven David, Ted r
including the Virginia Institute of Marine Science SAN8t, and Les Lawrence.

Jerre Johnson (retired William & Mary Professor I . :

tus of Geology) with his fossils; and York River S%qéﬁﬁgtrﬁd by Adrienne Frank and Gary Driscole
archeol ogy displ ay a n dPiciirescouitasyof Adieane hrank angd Gay Rriseoke
rides, hay rides, seining activities;lethpées, and
other fun family activities rounded out the day.

Our booth spanned three tables and contained an
tional and fun activity, specimens for participants t
tify, information about the Master Naturalist progra
and a few gragvays. Patty Riddick gathered and so
the toolkit and helped to set up the display includi
two newly revamped boards with laminated photo
thanks to Felice Bond. Angela Scott gathered and
wild flowers and plants and found an expert or two
name them all. Gary Driscole brought a prothonotg
warbler box and nest and talked about his monitonné:)ab snapbing turtle i found on the shore line
project. However, the highlight of our display was a _ 7 oh P9

0 p hytoplanktono water aF;fu;tol. XdllieRnXFraFlkgn% (tSary Brigciolé dren an
enjoyed, thanks to Barb Dunbar.
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Above: BeautyberryCallicarpa dichotoma /
Bel ow: Hear tEBunogniobsamesidanus 6 o r Hi storic Rivers Chapteros
Photos courtesy of Jeff Miller (Cohort 1V) Estuaries Da§i September 26, 2009

Photo: Jeff Miller

Fourplay
From the Eastern Shore Birding
Festival

Caption by Larry Riddick Photo by
Seig Kopinitz
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